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Ko wai te mana whenua o Te Tau Ihu o te waka a Māui?    

Me tiro whakamuri, kia anga whakamua.  If we want to shape the future, start with the past.  

(ANZHC whakataukī) 

Te Ao Tangata Social Sciences/ Aotearoa NZ Histories Curriculum (2022) Links 

Big ideas (Understand): 

1. Māori history is the foundational and continuous history of Aotearoa New Zealand. 

2. Colonisation and settlement have been central to Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories for the 

past 200 years. 

3. People’s lived experiences have been shaped by the use and misuse of power. 

4. People hold different perspectives on the world depending on their values, traditions, and 

experiences. 

5. People participate in communities by acting on their beliefs and through the roles they hold. 

6. Interactions change societies and environments. 

Contexts (Know): 

Please note, as this curriculum is new and this teaching and learning is considered foundational, 

contexts are drawn from all levels of learning (not just limited to a secondary end of Year 10 level). 

• Māori are tangata whenua.  They were the first people of this land and have stories about 

their origins and arrival. 

• Tangata whenua are deeply connected to the local area.  Naming places was key to 

establishing and maintaining mana and tūrangawaewae. 

• People in our area have come from a variety of places and some retain connections to those 

places. 

• People express their connection to places in different ways. 

• Places and environments are often significant for individuals and groups. 

• Many of the names of geographical features, towns, building, streets and places tell stories.  

Sometimes there is more than one story. 

• The ways different groups of people have lived and worked in this rohe have changed over 

time. 

• Culture shapes individual and collective identities and create diversity within societies. 

• People interact with places, resources, and environments for personal, social, economic, and 

spiritual reasons.   

• People’s cultural practices and relationships can vary but reflect similar purposes. 

• The stories of groups of people from different periods in our history convey their reasons for 

and experiences of migration.  These stories have shaped their culture and identity in 

Aotearoa New Zealand. 

• Māori cared for and transformed te taiao, and expressed their connection to place by 

naming the land and its features. 

• People make decisions based on what they have and their needs and wants, and to provide 

for themselves and others. 

• Mana was central to all political and economic relationships in traditional Māori society and 

has continued to shape internal and external interactions. 

• People’s connections to places, resources and environments can generate cooperation or 

lead to disputes over rights and responsibilities, with differing consequences. 
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• The suitability of places for living is influenced by natural and cultural factors. The ways in 

which people and communities enhance or damage suitability is influenced by the resources 

they have available to them and by their values and perspectives. 

• Movement within and across borders impacts on people and places.  Interactions change 

people’s culture and identity, communities, and countries. 

References/ links 

Note all the references that follow are English language references. I did not have the Te Reo Māori 

language skills to use or critique Māori medium resources, although I would like to be able to compile 

these in the future, with appropriate support, to enable my students with reo backgrounds to be able 

to engage with their histories in their language. 

Teacher References: 

• Hilary and John Mitchell, Te Tau Ihu o te Waka: A History of Nelson and Marlborough Volume 

I: Te Tangata me Te Whenua – The People and the Land, Huia 2004. 

• WAI785 Te Tau Ihu o te Waka a Maui Waitangi Tribunal Report Vol. 1, 2008, 

https://forms.justice.govt.nz/search/Documents/WT/wt_DOC_68199155/Te%20Tau%20Ihu

%20Vol%201.pdf    

• Matthew Wright, Guns and Utu: A Short History of the Musket Wars, South Pacific Books, 

2011. 

• R. D. Crosby, The Musket Wars, Reed, 1999. 

• Angela Ballara, Taua: ‘Musket Wars’, ‘land wars’ or tikanga? Penguin, 2003. 

• Atholl Anderson, ‘Chapter 6: Old ways and new means: AD1810-1830’, in Atholl Anderson, 

Judith Binney & Aroha Harris, Tangata Whenua: A History, Bridget Williams Books, 2015, 

also available electronically on EPIC, 

http://tangatawhenuaahistory.bwb.co.nz.ezproxy.kotui.ac.nz/Oldwaysandnew-

Chapter6.html#Chapter6 

• Deed of Settlement Summaries: Ngāti Kōata, Ngāti Kuia, Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō, Ngāti Tama ki 

Te Tau Ihu, Ngāti Toa Rangatira, Ngāti Rārua, Rangitāne o Wairau, Te Ātiawa o Te Waka-a-

Māui, https://www.govt.nz/browse/history-culture-and-heritage/treaty-settlements/find-a-

treaty-settlement/  

• Notice of New and Altered Geographic Names, and Discontinued Crown Protected Area 

Names, for Ngati Apa ki te Ra To, Ngati Kuia, and Rangitane o Wairau Claims Treaty of 

Waitangi Settlement 2014, Ngati Koata, Ngati Rarua, Ngati Tama ki Te Tau Ihu, and Te 

Atiawa o Te Waka-a-Maui Claims Treaty of Waitangi Settlement 2014 and Ngati Toa 

Rangatira Treaty of Waitangi Settlement 2014, New Zealand Gazette, 

https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2014-ln4847 

Teacher/ Student References: 

• Ngāti Kōata website, https://www.ngatikoata.com/  

• Ngāti Kuia website, https://ngatikuia.iwi.nz/  

• Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō website, https://www.ngatiapakiterato.iwi.nz/  

• Ngāti Tama website, https://ngatitama.nz/  

• Ngāti Toa Rangatira website, https://www.toarangatira.iwi.nz/  

• Ngāti Rārua website, https://www.ngatirarua.iwi.nz/ 

• Rangitāne website, https://www.rangitane.org.nz/  

• Te Ātiawa o Te Waka-a-Māui website, https://www.teatiawatrust.co.nz 

https://forms.justice.govt.nz/search/Documents/WT/wt_DOC_68199155/Te%20Tau%20Ihu%20Vol%201.pdf
https://forms.justice.govt.nz/search/Documents/WT/wt_DOC_68199155/Te%20Tau%20Ihu%20Vol%201.pdf
http://tangatawhenuaahistory.bwb.co.nz.ezproxy.kotui.ac.nz/Oldwaysandnew-Chapter6.html#Chapter6
http://tangatawhenuaahistory.bwb.co.nz.ezproxy.kotui.ac.nz/Oldwaysandnew-Chapter6.html#Chapter6
https://www.govt.nz/browse/history-culture-and-heritage/treaty-settlements/find-a-treaty-settlement/
https://www.govt.nz/browse/history-culture-and-heritage/treaty-settlements/find-a-treaty-settlement/
https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2014-ln4847
https://www.ngatikoata.com/
https://ngatikuia.iwi.nz/
https://www.ngatiapakiterato.iwi.nz/
https://ngatitama.nz/
https://www.toarangatira.iwi.nz/
https://www.ngatirarua.iwi.nz/
https://www.rangitane.org.nz/
https://www.teatiawatrust.co.nz/
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• Hilary and John Mitchell, ‘The Tangata Whenua Tribes of Te Tau Ihu’, The Prow, 

https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/the-tangata-whenua-tribes-of-te-tau-

ihu/#.Y4VWuxRBzD4  

• Hilary Mitchell and John Mitchell, ‘Te Tau Ihu Tribes’, Te Ara, https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-

tau-ihu-tribes  

• Malcolm McKinnon, ‘Marlborough Places’, Te Ara, https://teara.govt.nz/en/marlborough-

places  

• Malcolm McKinnon, ‘Marlborough Region’, Te Ara, https://teara.govt.nz/en/marlborough-

region  

• Carl Walrond, ‘Nelson Places’, Te Ara, https://teara.govt.nz/en/nelson-places  

• Carl Walrond, ‘Nelson Region’, Te Ara,  https://teara.govt.nz/en/nelson-region  

• Basil Keane, ‘Musket Wars’, Te Ara, https://teara.govt.nz/en/musket-wars 

• Grant Huwyler, ‘Ngāti Apa’, Te Ara, https://teara.govt.nz/en/ngati-apa  

• Mīria Pōmare, ‘Ngāti Toarangatira’, Te Ara, https://teara.govt.nz/en/ngati-toarangatira  

• Morris Love, ‘Te Ātiawa of Wellington’, Te Ara, https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-ati-awa-of-

wellington  

• ‘The Musket Wars’, New Zealand History, https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/new-zealands-19th-

century-wars/the-musket-wars  

Rationale 

There is so much potential for local history in our rohe.  We have the site of earliest arrival of people 

– the Polynesians who became known as Māori and then later European explorers.  Colonisation and 

conflict happened here and continues through to today.  But this teaching and learning plan focuses 

on what would be fundamental learning for anyone living in Te Tau Ihu – who are the tangata 

whenua of Te Tauihu?  It is a rich, complex question that makes our region unique.  Eight iwi have 

mana whenua status across our region.  For the same reasons it is a great place to live today, it held 

attraction throughout our past. Furthermore, trends of contact and conflict in Aotearoa impacted on 

Te Tauihu as it did the rest of the country.  In terms of Social Studies learning, there is potential to 

develop learning about many big ideas when focusing on the ‘Musket Wars’, hekenga and arrival of 

those that are now our tangata whenua.  This could involve looking at the impact of Pakeha contact 

and colonisation, or the push and pull factors and consequences of massive internal migration, or 

how relationships between different groups can lead to both conflict and cooperation.  It is hoped 

that with the introduction of compulsory Aotearoa NZ Histories, a unit like this would not be needed 

in the future, but for now, this could be used, adapted, and grown to fit any teaching and learning 

programme within any of the kura in Te Tauihu.  Alternatively, this could also be used and adapted 

to many other local rohe in Aotearoa that were also affected by these trends and events. 

Ākonga can explore all of the Aotearoa NZ Histories Big ideas through this sequence of learning. 

They will develop understanding of the foundational and continuous history of our rohe, including of 

those who have mana whenua status today.  They will explore colonisation and settlement - of 

Māori in our rohe, and of Pākehā to Aotearoa that influenced the change of warfare and movement 

of Māori throughout the Musket Wars and after.  They will learn about mana and power and how it 

influenced these events shaping our history.  And they will consider how relationships and 

connections between people were and are fundamental to the history of our rohe and more broadly 

Aotearoa as a whole, and how those relationships have changed over time.  Ākonga can also practice 

all of the skills/practices or ‘Dos’ from the Aotearoa NZ Histories Curriculum in this sequence of 

learning, through many inquiry learning opportunities. 

https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/the-tangata-whenua-tribes-of-te-tau-ihu/#.Y4VWuxRBzD4
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/the-tangata-whenua-tribes-of-te-tau-ihu/#.Y4VWuxRBzD4
https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-tau-ihu-tribes
https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-tau-ihu-tribes
https://teara.govt.nz/en/marlborough-places
https://teara.govt.nz/en/marlborough-places
https://teara.govt.nz/en/marlborough-region
https://teara.govt.nz/en/marlborough-region
https://teara.govt.nz/en/nelson-places
https://teara.govt.nz/en/nelson-region
https://teara.govt.nz/en/musket-wars
https://teara.govt.nz/en/ngati-apa
https://teara.govt.nz/en/ngati-toarangatira
https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-ati-awa-of-wellington
https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-ati-awa-of-wellington
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/new-zealands-19th-century-wars/the-musket-wars
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/new-zealands-19th-century-wars/the-musket-wars
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Big Question 

Who are the Tangata Whenua of Te Tau Ihu? 

Key concepts 

cause and effect change conflict  culture diversity 

identity interaction mana whenua migration perspectives 

resources rohe Tangata Whenua tūrangawaewae whakapapa 

 

Social inquiry questions 

• What is the whakapapa of this place? 

• How did the eight tangata whenua iwi of Te Tauihu come to have mana whenua status in 

this rohe? 

• How does the settlement of Te Tauihu link to the broader stories of the making of Aotearoa? 

Outline of possible sequence for teaching and learning 

1. Te Tau Ihu o te waka a Māui 

• What is the Māori name for our region?  What does it mean? Stories of Māui fishing up Te 

Ika a Māui 

o There are many print and digital resources to support this learning.  Some good 

online resources suitable for student use include: 

a) Māui and the Big Catch (Māori Television video on eTV) 

b) Māui and the Giant Fish (Ministry of Education) 

c) How Māui fished up the North Island (Radio New Zealand 

audiobook) 

d) Te Tau Ihu o Te Waka a Aoraki (The Prow) 

• Why is it an attractive place to live?  Landscape, resources, climate, location/accessibility, 

etc.  What is your special or favourite place? 

o Learning activities could include, eg. Postcard activity, photo collage, etc. 

• Geographical features – what grounds or defines/ borders our rohe? 

o In our school this provides links to our houses and their names; in other 

schools it could link to building names, etc. 

• Māori place names and mapping – what are the original names for places in our region? 

o Some useful online resources are: 

a) Te Reo Māori Web Map | The Map Kiwi (andrewdc.co.nz) Basic map 

of Aotearoa/NZ with main towns and cities' English and Te Reo 

names 

b) NZGB Gazetteer | linz.govt.nz Google Earth Plugin for Aotearoa/NZ 

with all place and geographical names 

c) New and altered place names of Te Tau Ihu (theprow.org.nz)  List of 

dual names and descriptions of many places of significance to iwi in 

Te Tau Ihu 

d) Nelson places – Te Ara Encyclopedia of New Zealand  Region guide 

on Te Ara (you can also select Marlborough) 

https://ncg.etv.org.nz/tv/vod/view/176423
https://eng.mataurangamaori.tki.org.nz/Support-materials/Te-Reo-Maori/Maori-Myths-Legends-and-Contemporary-Stories/Maui-and-the-giant-fish
https://storytime.rnz.co.nz/book/how-maui-fished-up-the-north-island/
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/te-tau-ihu-o-te-waka-a-aoraki/#.Y825P8lBzD4
https://www.andrewdc.co.nz/project/te-reo-maori-interactive-web-map/
https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/
http://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/geographic-names-tetauihu/#.Yi-XyY9BzD4
https://teara.govt.nz/en/nelson-places
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2. Māori in Te Tauihu 

• Where did Māori live in our region before Europeans, and why there? 

o Recap or cover: waka arrivals (for local content you could look at the 

Anaweka waka), whakapapa, Pre-European Māori society and mobility 

a) Kupe stories, eg. Kupe and the Giant Wheke (MOE) 

b) Wairau Bar – viewing could include Aotearoa NZ History Show The 

Aotearoa History Show - Episode 2 | Tangata Whenua - YouTube or 

TVNZ Origins with Scotty Morrison 

https://www.tvnz.co.nz/shows/origins  

o Earlier tribes in our rohe – passing through, agriculture, etc. 

a) Waitaha and Rapuwai in Waimeha 

b) Archaeological sites, eg. Waimeha gardens/Appleby etc. (this article 

on Māori horticulture from The Prow is good) 

c) Trade and resources, eg. Pakohe/Argillite (The Prow) 

d) A good short source for this is Te Ara, Early traditions – Te Ara 

Encyclopedia of New Zealand 

o This could be linked to other tribal histories of ākonga and tangata 

whenua, eg. Ngāti Māmoe, Moriori, Kai Tahu, etc. or to further learning 

about pre-European Māori society or to archaeological sites in Te Tauihu 

and what they teach us about Māori society or resource/food gathering. 

• Kurahaupō tribes into Te Tauihu – Who were the first of the 1840-era tribes to arrive in Te 

Tauihu? 

o Ngāti Kuia tūpuna and Kurahaupō waka in Te Tau Ihu 

a) Ngāti Kuia explain their whakapapa on their website History | Ngāti 

Kuia (ngatikuia.iwi.nz).  There are also education resources, stories 

and videos on their YouTube channel. 

o Ngāi Tara, Ngāti Apa and Rangitāne migrations south 

a) Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō explain their whakapapa and migrations south 

in quite a comprehensive way on their website Our Origins - Ngāti 

Apa ki te Rā Tō (ngatiapakiterato.iwi.nz) (article by Mark Moses) 

b) Rangitāne also has a concise summary of its whakapapa and the 

history of its occupation of Te Tauihu Rangitāne o Wairau – Te 

Rūnanga a Rangitāne o Wairau (rangitane.org.nz) 

o Ngāti Tūmatakōkiri 

a) To know more about Ngāti Tūmatakōkiri you could use The Prow 

(article written by John and Hilary Mitchell) Ngāti Tūmatakōkiri 

(theprow.org.nz) 

b) Making annotated maps could be a good activity for ākonga 

considering the sequence of these southern movements.  They 

could then add to these with later series of migrations/heke.   

c) There are different resources you could use depending on the level 

of depth you would like or the literacy levels of your learners.   

d) For a brief overview the Mitchells have written a short article on The 

Prow, The Tangata Whenua Tribes of Te Tau Ihu (theprow.org.nz) or 

for a more detailed narrative refer to their books, Vol. I, chapter 2. 

e) Note Ngāti Kuia tell different versions of their arrival into Te Tau Ihu 

so it could be a good opportunity to arrange a guest speaker. 

https://eng.mataurangamaori.tki.org.nz/Support-materials/Te-Reo-Maori/Maori-Myths-Legends-and-Contemporary-Stories/Kupe-and-the-Giant-Wheke
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmGdmLW2HTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmGdmLW2HTo
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/shows/origins
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/maori-horticultural-skills-and-their-soils/
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/maori-horticultural-skills-and-their-soils/
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/pakohe-argillite/#.Y_vDE15BzD4
https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-tau-ihu-tribes/page-1
https://teara.govt.nz/en/te-tau-ihu-tribes/page-1
https://ngatikuia.iwi.nz/about-us/history
https://ngatikuia.iwi.nz/about-us/history
https://www.ngatiapakiterato.iwi.nz/about-us/nga-korero/
https://www.ngatiapakiterato.iwi.nz/about-us/nga-korero/
https://www.rangitane.org.nz/rangitane-o-wairau/
https://www.rangitane.org.nz/rangitane-o-wairau/
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/ngati-tumatakokiri/#.ZFr8FBFBzD5
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/ngati-tumatakokiri/#.ZFr8FBFBzD5
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/the-tangata-whenua-tribes-of-te-tau-ihu/#.ZFAkldpBzD4
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f) You could also as part of this learning, revisit or consider the first 

arrivals of Europeans and European explorers into Te Tau Ihu and 

their impact on iwi, eg. Rangitāne and Ngāti Tūmatakōkiri. 

3. Context for change – ‘Musket Wars’ 

• What was the nature of and function of pre-European Māori warfare? The pursuit of mana 

and cycles of conflict 

o There is a lot of material online to support student learning in this area, 

and a number of junior level Social Studies texts.   

o This Digital NZ Story has a range of articles and items that could be used 

for inquiry learning: Pre-European New Zealand | Story | DigitalNZ 

• What were the impacts of early contact with Europeans on Māori society?  The trade 

economy that resulted from European contact and in particular the far North/ Te Tai 

Tokerau 

o As above, there is a lot of material online that could be used for inquiry 

learning.   

o For short, summary viewing you could watch the Aotearoa NZ History 

Show, The Aotearoa History Show - Episode 3 | Early Encounters - 

YouTube 

o An example of a resource from Bridget Williams Books (on EPIC) is ‘Potato 

power’ Parareka Potato Power.indd (amazonaws.com), which also links 

the changes in trade to the Musket Wars. 

o Te Ara has a one-page about pigs and potatoes  Pigs and potatoes – Te Ara 

Encyclopedia of New Zealand as part of the article ‘Kai Pākehā’. 

• Ngā Puhi and the beginning of the ‘Musket Wars’ – How did European goods fuel a new 

wave of warfare to settle old grievances? 

o This is a good context to explore the key ideas of change and continuity. 

o You could ‘zoom-in’ on Hōngi Hika and his trip to England as a catalyst for 

musket warfare, and/or use his trip to imagine different perspectives of 

new worlds, new goods and new people.  There are many biographies and 

accounts of Hōngi Hika.  To view you could use this 30 min overview (in Te 

Reo with English subtitles) WAKA HUIA - HŌNGI HIKA FULL EPISODE - 

YouTube 

o There are a number of resources around the fluctuation and price of 

muskets that can be used with ākonga to consider supply and demand, 

and the labour force required by Māori to trade materials for muskets. 

o NZ History is good for overviews of the Musket Wars Beginnings - Musket 

Wars | NZHistory, New Zealand history online and the Aotearoa NZ 

History Show has an episode on the Musket Wars The Aotearoa History 

Show S2 | Episode 8: The Musket Wars | RNZ - YouTube 

• Conflict between Waikato and the Kāwhia tribes – What were the pressures on some Tainui 

tribes that would result in their leaving their tūrangawaewae behind, moving so far south, 

ultimately to Te Tau Ihu? 

o In terms of Social Studies learning, this can draw many comparisons to the 

ultimate decision many people face in dangerous situations – to stay and 

face the risks or be proactive and leave at great cost.  This allows for 

values exploration/ analysis of different perspectives and developing 

empathy. This context could also be used to consider the plight of 

refugees, or those facing conflict today. 

https://digitalnz.org/stories/55469aef8d2a4ecb90000014
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDwH2fMsJa8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDwH2fMsJa8
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/assets.nzhistorycollection.bwb.co.nz/stories-from-tangata-whenua-PDF-files/Parareka%20Potato%20Power.pdf
https://teara.govt.nz/en/kai-pakeha-introduced-foods/page-2
https://teara.govt.nz/en/kai-pakeha-introduced-foods/page-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZAQrahvMzsA&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZAQrahvMzsA&t=2s
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/musket-wars/beginnings
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/musket-wars/beginnings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85aX8Byl3OM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85aX8Byl3OM
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o Annotated maps could again prove useful to visualise the flow-on effect of 

the growing musket conflicts. 

o Students could analyse Te Rauparaha’s lament for Kāwhia 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/zoomify/34841/lament-for-kawhia and consider 

how they would feel having to leave their home behind. 

o For a narrative of events, you could use Crosby, chapter 5, or Wright, 

chapter 4 (Crosby, p.84 has a good map showing the Kāwhia tribes and 

Waikato attack). 

o If you wanted to work with an older source and have your students 

analyse different types of sources of information, and evaluate their 

reliability, you could use this article by W. Carkeek from Te Ao Hou (1960) 

Papers Past | Magazines and Journals | Te Ao Hou | March 1960 | TE 

RAUPARAHA Part 1: Kawhia and the Journey South (natlib.govt.nz) that 

covers Te Rauparaha from a boy to the defence of Kāpiti Island. 

4. Hekenga and southern migrations (Te Heke Mai-i-raro) – How did North Island tribes come 

to settle in Te Tau Ihu before 1840? 

• Ngāti Toa, Ngāti Rārua and Ngāti Koata into Taranaki 

o Te Heke Tahutahuahi (the fire-lighting migration) 

o Pursuit by Ngāti Maniapoto 

o Losses along the way, hospitality of Taranaki 

• Ngāti Tama, Ngāti Mutunga and Te Ātiawa join the Kāwhia tribes as they head south 

o Te Heke Tātaramoa (the bramble bush migration) 

o Campaigns through Manawatū, Horowhenua, Kāpiti and Te Whanganui a 

Tara 

o Changing mana whenua in the lower North Island, and the flow-on effect 

of flight to the south across Moana Raukawa  

o Te Rauparaha and Ngāti Toa dominance in the Cook Strait trade with 

Europeans 

• Tainui and Taranaki iwi into Te Waipounamu 

o Ngāti Koata and the tuku whenua 

o Suppression and dispossession of the Kurahaupō iwi 

o Ngāti Tama and Ngāti Rārua to Mohua/Golden Bay  

o You could also look at further incursions and conflict beyond Te Tauihu, 

eg. Clashes with Kai Tahu, Te Pūoho’s taua south, Ngāti Mutunga and 

Ngāti Tama to Rēkohu, etc. 

a) I would do all of the above – the different stages of the hekenga - as 

one sequence of learning, but the level of depth and detail would be 

up to the teacher/ ākonga and their interests and level 

b) For detailed narrative of these events, you could refer to the Te Tau 

Ihu Tribunal Report 

c) Te Ara has good maps showing the hekenga Ngāti Toa migrations – 

Musket wars – Te Ara Encyclopedia of New Zealand 

d) For a very brief overview you could use The Prow article The 

Tangata Whenua Tribes of Te Tau Ihu (theprow.org.nz) 

e) Or Ngāti Toa Rangatira has a brief overview on their website General 

1 — Ngāti Toa Rangatira 

f) Or this concise biography of Te Rauparaha summarises Ngāti Toa 

movement into Te Waipounamu and conflict with Kai Tahu Te 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/zoomify/34841/lament-for-kawhia
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/periodicals/TAH196003.2.7#print
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/periodicals/TAH196003.2.7#print
https://teara.govt.nz/en/map/38090/ngati-toa-migrations
https://teara.govt.nz/en/map/38090/ngati-toa-migrations
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/the-tangata-whenua-tribes-of-te-tau-ihu/#.ZFHNxtpBzD4
https://www.theprow.org.nz/maori/the-tangata-whenua-tribes-of-te-tau-ihu/#.ZFHNxtpBzD4
https://www.toarangatira.iwi.nz/te-heke
https://www.toarangatira.iwi.nz/te-heke
https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/ti-kouka-whenua/te-rauparaha/
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Rauparaha | Christchurch City Libraries Ngā Kete Wānanga o 

Ōtautahi 

g) Ngāti Tama have a good explanation of the hekenga and taua on 

their website story ‘Tūpuna of Ngāti Tama ki Te Tauihu’.  The 

biography of Te Pūoho ki te Rangi covers the hekenga and musket 

wars, including his campaigns south that ended in his death. NGĀTI 

TAMA TŪPUNA - Ngāti Tama (ngatitama.nz)  

h) Te Atiawa also have a good summary of the pressures on them 

resulting in the hekenga and the journeys south including to Te 

Tauihu History of Te Ātiawa - Te Ātiawa o Te Waka-a-Māui 

(teatiawatrust.co.nz) 

i) If you wish to have your students look at older Pākehā sources and 

analyse their usefulness and reliability, there are many newspaper 

articles about the different iwi and battles, eg. ‘One Hundred Years 

Ago’ (1930) from The Press about the Battle of the Shark’s Tooth/ 

invasion of the South Island Papers Past | Newspapers | Press | 26 

May 1930 | A HUNDRED YEARS AGO. (natlib.govt.nz) 

j) Various stories of the hekenga, or battles and escapes are told in the 

print books of the Musket Wars, eg. Crosby, Wright or Ballara.   

k) The Dictionary of Biography on Te Ara has some biographies of key 

people involved, eg. Te Rauparaha, Te Pūoho, Te Pēhi. 

l) If you did wish to discuss with your ākonga why we do or don’t know 

about this history, or focus in on Te Pūoho’s taua south, there is a 

memorial at Tuturau, for which information can be found on NZ 

History Tuturau Māori reserve and war memorial | NZHistory, New 

Zealand history online 

5. Ngā iwi o Te Tauihu - The eight tangata whenua iwi of Te Tauihu 

• Ngāti Kōata 

• Ngāti Kuia 

• Ngāti Apa ki te Rā Tō 

• Ngāti Tama 

• Ngāti Toa Rangatira 

• Ngāti Rārua 

• Rangitāne 

• Te Ātiawa o Te Waka-a-Māui 

o There are many ways students could learn about the eight mana whenua 

iwi of Te Tau Ihu.  I have my students use jigsaw learning to investigate 

different iwi in pairs or groups, then share back to the class.   

o We then used this to complete a map of Te Tau Ihu and its significant 

places; as well as to review our understanding of some key concepts in 

context, such as tūpuna, tūrangawaewae, wahi tapu, waka, etc. 

o The iwi websites, plus Te Ara, Iwi – Te Ara Encyclopedia of New Zealand 

are useful for this learning. 

o You could also focus in on the iwi with specific relevance to, or ownership 

of the land for your kura. 

o Some of your ākonga may be mana whenua, and they or their whānau 

may be willing to share their knowledge of their iwi and history. 

https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/ti-kouka-whenua/te-rauparaha/
https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/ti-kouka-whenua/te-rauparaha/
https://ngatitama.nz/ngati_tama/our-history/tama-tupuna/
https://ngatitama.nz/ngati_tama/our-history/tama-tupuna/
https://www.teatiawatrust.co.nz/marae-and-atiawa-land/history/
https://www.teatiawatrust.co.nz/marae-and-atiawa-land/history/
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19300526.2.20
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19300526.2.20
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1t74/te-rauparaha
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1t59/te-puoho-o-te-rangi
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1t55/te-pehi-kupe
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/tuturau-maori-reserve-and-war-memorial
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/tuturau-maori-reserve-and-war-memorial
https://teara.govt.nz/en/iwi
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Next steps 

You could go further with this sequence by going into greater depth in any number of areas covered 

(especially within the context of the Musket Wars), or by extending into, eg. 

• Pakeha settlement and Māori land loss 

• The ‘sale and purchase’ of land 

• Nelson Tenths 

• Landlessness and impacts to today 

• Te Tauihu Waitangi claims process and treaty settlements 

• What it means to be mana whenua today 

• Cross-cultural learning that compares and contrasts the experiences of Māori with other 

indigenous or First Nations peoples facing colonisation, eg. Native Americans, Australian 

aboriginals, etc. 

• Cross-cultural learning that compares and contrasts the experiences of iwi in Te Tauihu with 

other iwi in Aotearoa 

• Inquiry learning around issues of recognition of mana whenua in our rohe – to what extent is 

Māori culture or are Māori histories visible in Te Tauihu?  This could look at names of places, 

language, kapa haka, Māori medium education, art, etc. (and the incorrect naming too, eg. 

Street names).  This could then also be compared and contrasted with the representation of 

other cultures or tauiwi.   

You could also incorporate local trips, eg. Whakatū marae (representing six of the eight iwi), other 

marae or significant places (geographical, events-based or wahi tapu). The Nelson Provincial 

Museum offers an education programme Ngā iwi o Te Tau Ihu. 

*1 In my own practice, I included this teaching and learning sequence as part of a broader theme of 

learning about the making of Aotearoa. 

*2 Since the completion of my sabbatical project, mana whenua iwi have provided local kura with a 

range of resources to be used in the teaching and learning of their histories.  These taonga were 

launched at the Te Kāhui Mātauranga o Te Tauihu o te Waka a Māui Education Symposium ‘Kia 

wetewetea ko Māui ahau!’ in October 2022.  Additional resources are in development.   

*3 Following the completion of my sabbatical, and the development of this sequence of learning 

intended for Social Studies, we also decided to trial teaching and learning of the Musket Wars as a 

History unit. This required me to change the approach albeit using much of the same context.  I have 

included the rough overview below in case it is useful; but note that as we trial it in our kura and as 

different teachers have input our end unit will likely differ significantly.  

Possible framework for learning about the Musket Wars  

Rationale - Why should we learn about the Musket Wars?    

• Deadliest conflict in Aotearoa history  

• Led to largest internal migration in our history  

• Significant consequences which last up to today – especially in our rohe Te Tau Ihu  

• Because it is a significant misconception that Aotearoa NZ’s history started with Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi 

• It is an excellent example of Māori agency – the between worlds blending old and new from 

traditional Māori society with the new tools and technology they acquired with contact  

https://www.whakatumarae.co.nz/
https://www.nelsonmuseum.co.nz/
https://www.nelsonmuseum.co.nz/
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1. Context 

a. Māori society and warfare  

• What we already know (or don’t)  

• Geography of NZ pre-European contact  

▪ Human/ iwi/hapū locations – waka affiliations, etc.  

▪ Physical geography – landscape, resources – food, trade and transport, etc.  

• Key values of Māori society   

▪ Especially Mana  

▪ Take/utu/ea – reciprocity and balance  

• Tribal politics  

▪ rivalries and alliances, eg. Ngā Puhi and Ngāti Whātua/ Waikato   

▪ traditional conflict - how, why, when, etc. (and the limitations)  

b. Contact with Europeans  

• What we already know (or don’t)  

• Limitations by 1820s eg. Coastal, Far North – Kororāreka/ Bay of Islands  

• Trade relationships   

▪ Goods and rates of exchange  

▪ Reciprocity & service industry of Māori  

▪ Impact on Ngā Puhi – grudges and advantages  

• Impact of European contact on Māori  

1. Disease  

2. Technology and food especially guns and potatoes  

3. Economic change  

▪ Pressure on labour force  

▪ Cost of goods in flax and potatoes (could even include ‘curiosities’, eg. 

Mokomōkai as trade in those also benefitted from war)  

▪ Sex industry  

▪ Desire for labour – links to slavery 

  

2. Event – The Musket Wars 

a. Hōngi Hika’s trip to England followed by Ngā Puhi raids  

b. Te Rauparaha and his allies forced out of Kāwhia by Waikato and hekenga south  

c. Te Rauparaha’s campaigns  

d. Te Tau Ihu and Te Waipounamu  

• Students could research a hapū/iwi, battle or leader  

• Note the extent of detail/ depth for the event is up to the teacher and students, eg. 

You might just cover general narrative, or focus in on one stage, eg. Ngāti Toa/Kai 

Tāhu or the genocide on Rēkohu  

• I have not included East Coast or Bay of Plenty campaigns in my overview here as 

these are not so relevant to our area, but you may wish to cover for the overall 

narrative and to show how affected all of Aotearoa  

 

3. Consequences/ significance/ impact on people 

a. Deaths/ cost – fatal impact?  Genocide?    

b. Europeans – land/settlements, treaty, religion – evidence Māori were uncivilised? 

Slavery and cannibalism exaggerated for this purpose  
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c. Mass migration (with particular focus on impact on Te Tau Ihu) 

1. mana whenua status and complicated relationship between conquerors and 

tangata whenua at the time of ToW  

2. Dislocation from tūrangawaewae and loss of identity  

3. Mōrehu – survivors and attempts to retain identity through resilience  

4. Some hapū were exterminated  

d. Scale - affected whole of Aotearoa up to today  

• Students could inquire into impact on a region/rohe or their home place  

• Potential jigsaw learning   

e. Political impact   

• Eg. Land sales/ occupation, ToW, sides for future wars (NZ Wars)  

Overall analysis – History is constructed and History is contested  

1. How were these wars different to later wars?  

• Scale, scope, length, cost, casualties, non-combatant deaths, etc.  

2. Why if these events were so huge, do we not know about them?  

• More New Zealanders died than in WWI  

• ANZAC Day compared to no memorials for Musket Wars  

• Significant battles occurred in our rohe – where?  Why don’t we know this?  Should 

we know, and if so how should we remember? 

You could explore the issue of names – many see the Musket Wars as problematic.  What could a 

suitable alternative be?  Are any of the other names more appropriate? 


